[bookmark: _GoBack]COLLOQUIUM 
Department of Physics

Nuclear Weapons: Hiroshima to Today


Aron Bernstein,
 Physics Dept. and Lab for Nuclear Science, MIT

Abstract

The importance of nuclear weapons and the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty is highlighted by the intense debate about the Iran agreement. An overview of the nuclear arms race will be presented with some lessons from history. Discussions about preventing proliferation and use started in the secrecy of the Manhattan Project, continued in public during the rapid cold war buildup to the present era of gradual arms control. The central role of the nuclear non-proliferation treaty, the Iran agreement, and a personal view of the future outlook to prevent future nuclear weapons use will be presented.
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